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Then all the gentlemen outside the fort drafted and
signed a letter. As loyal subjects of the King they
declared the Viceroy's action to be illegal. Afonso de
Albuquerque had been vested by the King with authority
to govern India in his name and they bowed before the
royal command. They urged him to leave the fort and
come to them.

Albuquerque considered the proposition, which sounded
genuine. He was all for law and order even at the cost of
personal sacrifice, but there was no reason why he should
remain in prison. It was merely the Viceroy's abuse of a
power unlawfully retained that had confined him there. If
the men of Cannanore acknowledged that, then he could
free himself without dishonour. He sent word to his sup-
porters to meet him at church next Sunday.

" You can go anywhere you like!" said Lourengo de
Brito, when his prisoner applied for leave to attend Mass.
It was most embarrassing to act as custodian of a man who
might be in authority one day, and Lourengo de Brito was
anxious not to overdo the part.

Afonso de Albuquerque walked to church. He was
wearing a black taffeta tunic, a black cloth mantle draped
about his shoulders, and a round black cap pulled low down
on his head. He held a rosary in his hand and his page,
carrying a prayer-book, followed him sedately. They did
not go to the garrison church, for the captain would be
there, but to the little one of Our Lady of Victory, where a
priest was sent for to say Mass.

One by one the men of Cannanore gathered within the
building and outside it. The service over, Albuquerque was
met by a deputation requesting him to return with them
to the house they had prepared. He was, they said, their
lawful governor, and all that had happened hitherto was
pure defiance of the royal commands.

" If you so understand it," answered Albuquerque," and
you know it because it is notorious to all, then I do no
injury to my Honour in accepting your good will and works